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Pastor’s Perspective — Thorns of Praise
By Dr. Ron D. Lindholm, Senior Pastor
Given the choice, we
would all prefer life to
be a bed of roses rather
than a tangle of thorns.
But often God works
through our most
painful circumstances
to teach us about our
dependence on Him.
In 2 Corinthians 12, the
apostle Paul describes
a time in his life when
things were clicking
along in some pretty
incredible ways, but
then reports that God
gave him a “thorn” to
keep him from spiritual
conceit. That thorn (whatever it was) allowed God’s
power to be on display in his life, but it also kept Paul
on his knees.
Reading Paul’s account leads me to the conclusion
that God never took the thorn away. But I would also
suggest to you that once Paul realized God’s purpose
in the thorn and embraced that, he never stopped
talking about the benefits he received from having it
(see 2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

“I got nothing that I asked for,
but everything I had hoped for.”

An unnamed soldier in the American Civil War wrote:
I asked God for strength that I might achieve.
I was made weak that I might learn to humbly
obey.
I asked God for health that I might do greater
things.
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy.
I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise of
men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need
of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for,
but everything I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were
answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed.
The soldier’s testimony is the same as Paul’s. The
tangle of thorns taught him dependence on God and
brought him to the place that he was able to give
effusive thanks for the richness and abundance of the
Lord’s blessings, which otherwise he never would have
known. If your life entails a tangle of thorns, look to
the Lord and you might discover His intention is that
they become thorns of praise.

Church Body Gives Thanks -"We Are Grateful for What He Has Done"
Our annual Thanksgiving Eve Gathering will be on
Wednesday, November 27, at 7:30 PM. It is a relaxed,
family time of sharing our thankfulness for what God
has done for us and our loved ones. In anticipation of
that time, we have asked for comments of
thankfulness from the church body. Below is the
response we received. Enjoy!

with the Lord and with each other.”—Dwight and Peggy
Briggs

“I am rejoicing in: God's amazing love and
faithfulness; Jesus, who saved me; a husband, son
and daughter-in-law who seek after the Lord; the
privilege of serving a wonderful Lord!”—Neita Lindholm

“I thank the Lord for 21 years of marriage, a wife who
is devoted to serving her family, and the time I get to
spend with my kids. I am grateful, most of all, for the
sacrifice of our Savior and the grace He gives each day
to live for Him.—Pete English

“We thank God for a church where preaching of the
Word, music and activities promote close fellowship

(Continued on page 2)

“My salvation and that the Lord gave me a wonderful
husband and children who became Christians and
serve Him and that I’m in a wonderful church.”—
George Ann

(Continued from page 1)

Bible Characters Come to Life at Awana

“I'm really thankful for the great people in our
church. Everyone is so loving and thoughtful. It really
makes me feel good to know we can depend on
each other and there would be no question of getting
support from each other as needs arise.”—Nancy
Gardner
“The Lord’s unbounded grace towards Joe and
myself. For our salvation and His love toward us.—
Louanne Robinson
“I’m thankful for my family and friends and for
Fellowship Baptist Church and its people in it. It’s just
been an amazing journey and I’ve loved being a part
of it. I’m thankful I got back to church—that’s the
main thing and my health.”—Kay Bray
“God’s love is everlasting; His blessings daily. With no
extended family, my prayer was a family of my own.
God answered: a husband and four children.”—Shirley
Klaren

Money Matters
October Giving Per Week (General Fund)

$4,955

2013 Budgeted Needs Per Week

$5,229

2013 Budgeted Receipts to Date

$209,225

2013 Budgeted Needs to Date

$224,848

“I am thankful for my family. I not only have good
people in my direct family, but I also have good
people in my church family.”—Michael English

Enter His gates with thanksgiving and
His courts with praise; give thanks to
Him and praise His name. For the
LORD is good and His love endures
forever; His faithfulness continues
through all generations.

“This year I find myself especially thankful for the
encouragement of godly friends. They are continuous
reminders of the goodness of God in all
circumstances. And regardless of the situation, God's
goodness remains, for which I am also deeply
thankful.”—Jill Porter
“I am thankful for my church family and the way they
care for me. They are all so welcoming and loving.”—
Katie Irving

Psalm 100:4-5

Men’s Retreat

“I am thankful for my Christian home. I was blessed
to be born into a wonderful Christian family, both
immediate and extended.”—Rachel English
“I am thankful for all of my wonderful family and
friends that God has blessed me with throughout my
life.”—Brooke Malota
“One thing I’m thankful for is living in America. I can
say what I want and do what I
want and have freedom.”—
Nick Irving
“We are thankful for financial
security, made possible by
dozens of gracious
interventions by God over the
years.” — Brian and Mary Ann

December 13-14, 2013
“Pressure Points”
Cost: $80.00
Registration Deadline: November 24

Calendar
Nov. 2

Church Workday (8:00 AM)

Nov. 6
Nov. 8

Women’s Ministries Game Night (7:00 PM)

Nov. 12

Nursing Home Ministry (2:00 PM)

Nov. 13

Missions Prayer Meeting (7:30 PM)

Nov. 27

Thanksgiving Eve Gathering (7:30 PM)

Dec. 13-14 Men’s Retreat

Fellowship Baptist Church
5936 Rolling Road
Springfield, VA 22152

